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Beach Preservation Committee
9:00am, Thursday, July 2, 2026
City Hall Council Chambers
1207 Palm Boulevard, Isle of Palms, SC
MINUTES
1.	Roll Call
Present:	Dietmar Ostermann, Alice Bova Wendi Pasterik, Dan Slotchiver, John Schilling (via Zoom), Council Member Cohen
Staff Present:	Administrator Kerr, Deputy Administrator Kuester
2.	Citizen’s Comments - none
3.	Approval of previous meeting’s minutes – June 4, 2026
MOTION:	Ms. Pasterik made a motion to approve, and Mr. Slotchiver seconded the motion. The minutes of the June 4, 2026 meeting passed unanimously.
4.	New Business
A.	Discussion of federal support for beach nourishment – Jim Davenport, Thorn Run Partners
Mr. Davenport explained that working with the USACE to become a federally managed beach is the only avenue for the Federal government to help with beach renourishment. He noted that being a federally managed beach comes with numerous restrictions and requirements, including 100% participation through easements in the project area. He also said that a study may or may not approve the Isle of Palms as a federally managed beach.
Mr. Davenport said it may be possible to receive Federal funding for one-time construction projects like breakwaters. Funding from FEMA only comes following disasters and is limited to restoring the beach to its pre-storm condition. 
Council Member Cohen would like City Council to review the recommendations from Foth/Olsen before providing any direction to Thorn Run Partners related to securing funds for hard structures on the beach.


B.	Alternatives Analysis progress support
Chris Creed and Zak Bedell of Foth/Olsen shared an update on their alternatives analysis. Mr. Creed clarified the study’s definition of baseline development as “assumed to represent the primary dune crest of minimum beach position and identified as the seaward most occurrence of 50’ offset from seaward edge of development, 2017 SCDES baseline, or the seaward edge of the 2026 dune, where constructed.”
He presented projected sand loss and accumulation across the island at 5, 7, and 10-year intervals within each suggested alternative, including doing nothing, renourishment only, and renourishment with hard structures. He shared “very preliminary probable costs for structures” including terminal groins and breakwaters. 
The final report of findings will include an advanced cost analysis for the project life cycle and an integrated shoal management approach. He will provide scenarios that detail the amount of public beach projected across the island.
Mr. Creed shared photos and details of breakwaters installed on Hilton Head Island. He said these structures allow excess sand to be transported to areas beyond the structures. 
Mr. Creed added, “What we are trying to do here is understand beyond the 2026 project how much intervention will it take to maintain this minimum beach condition into the future.”
Committee members discussed a field trip to Hilton Head Island with Foth/Olsen to view their breakwaters.
C.	Discussion of information to be included in future beach monitoring reports
This matter will be discussed at the August meeting.
5.	Old Business
Update on beach renourishment project
Administrator Kerr said the City is having weekly meetings with CS&E, Marinex, and Wild Dunes about the beach renourishment project. Regulatory agencies are also closely watching the project. The first sand is expected to be on the beach by mid-July. 
Administrator Kerr said homeowners in Wild Dunes will need to secure their own permits to move the backfill of sand left behind by Marinex. 
Administrator Kerr also shared the predictive map on the City’s website showing the progression of the renourishment project.


6.	Miscellaneous Business
The next meeting will include another update from Foth/Olsen, a draft RFB for beach vegetation, discussion about funding for future renourishments, and Mr. Schilling’s recommendations to change the beach monitoring report.
The next meeting of the Beach Preservation Committee will be Thursday, August 13, 2026 at 9:00am.
7.	Adjournment
Mr. Ostermann made a motion to adjourn the meeting, and Ms. Bova seconded the motion. The meeting was adjourned at 11:02am.
Respectfully submitted,
Nicole DeNeane
City Clerk
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