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ENVIRONMENTAL ADVISORY COMMITTEE
4:00pm, Thursday, October 9, 2025
1207 Palm Boulevard, Isle of Palms, SC 
and broadcasted live on YouTube: https://www.youtube.com/user/cityofisleofpalms
MINUTES
1.	Call to order
Present:	Laura Lovins, Mary Pringle, Cindy Marrs, Sean Popson, Todd Murphy, Eric Cicora
Staff Present:	Administrator Kerr, Asst. Director Asero, Council Member Miars
2.	Approval of previous meeting’s minutes
The minutes of the September 11 meeting will be voted on at the November meeting so that Ms. Marrs can offer some changes to the City Clerk.
3.	Citizen’s Comments -- none
4.	Presentation – Fisher Glass Recycling
Ms. Elizabeth Fisher shared that 8 tons of glass were collected on IOP in 2023, 15 tons in 2024, and she projects 39 tons will be collected in 2025. She said they have consistently received positive feedback about the program, adding that 5-10% of the collected glass goes into a product they create for sale and the rest is recycled.
Discussion ensued as to why the City should continue its contract with Fisher Glass Recycling when Charleston County is now recycling glass. Ms. Fisher will provide contact information for the company that purchases the recycled glass. Ms. Lovins said she would like clarity from Charleston County about “the level of cleanliness and recyclability of what is going to Georgia from other streams from the County.”
4.	Old Business
A.	Recommendations Matrix
Ms. Lovins said there will be a presentation by the South Carolina Aquarium at the November meeting about the sea rise project.
Committee members discussed the numerous recommendations regarding environmental education and how best to communicate those to the public. The Committee will hold another meeting on Wednesday, October 15 at 1pm to focus on those recommendations and how it may or may not relate to a potential Earth Day event in 2026.
B.	Water Quality Testing Results
Ms. Lovins reported that the water quality testing results indicated there is only dog bacteria present in the outfalls at 25th and 36th avenues, which likely means pet owners are not picking up and properly disposing of their pet’s waste. While it appears that septic systems on the island are working, she wondered if taking samples during a rain event might indicate if the drain fields are compromised. She will reach out to the testing company to see if they can take samples on Friday, October 10 during low tide since it will be raining.
Discussion ensued about installation of pet waste disposal stations along Waterway Boulevard. Asst. Director Asero said the City currently contracts with Dooty Calls to provide the pet waste disposal bag dispensers at most of the beach access paths. He said, “Part of the plan was when we convert over to the beach garbage being street side, if we see an increase of people wanting to, or get complaints of people with their dog bags, we will put those whole stations up on the dune side of each beach path.” He said it is possible to add the stations to the multi-use path when the drainage project is complete. Administrator Kerr stated that there is no City staff manpower available to keep those stations clean if they are added. Asst. Director Asero said he would research the cost of ten (10) pet waste stations on Waterway Boulevard and report back next month. 
C.	Discussion and consideration of changes to the lighting ordinance
Mr. Murphy reported that the lighting ordinance was met with “mixed feedback” when he attended the City Council workshop last month. He suggested keeping Sections A and B in the ordinance and making Sections C, D, and E as part of a recommended practices document to share with anyone renovating their home and to those building a new home, perhaps as part of the permitting process. 
Administrator Kerr reminded Committee members that regulations related to docks are under the jurisdiction of BCM, not the City.
Administrator Kerr said the Planning Commission reviewed this version of the ordinance at their meeting last night and offered technical feedback. It will be up to this Committee to develop the lighting recommendations, which the Planning Commission will eventually review before they become part of the Building Department process.
Administrator Kerr and Mr. Murphy will finalize the language changes to the ordinance and send it back to the Planning Commission for their review in November. Following a recommendation from the Planning Commission, the revised ordinance will go back to the City Council.
D.	Contract with Fisher Glass Recycling – discussed earlier
5.	New Business 
A.	Folly Beach’s Sustainability Bucket List
Ms. Lovins said this will be part of the discussion at next week’s Committee meeting.

B.	Aluminum beach recycling
MOTION:	Mr. Murphy made a motion move this to the November agenda. Ms. Popson seconded the motion. The motion passed unanimously.
6.	Miscellaneous Business
The next meeting of the Environmental Advisory Committee is scheduled for Thursday, November 13, 2025 at 4pm.
7.	 Adjournment
Ms. Popson made a motion to adjourn, and Ms. Marrs seconded the motion. The meeting was adjourned at 5:33pm.
Respectfully submitted,
Nicole DeNeane  
City Clerk
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