ORDINANCE 2026-06

AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND THE REMOTE ATTENDANCE POLICY FOR MEMBERS OF
ISLE OF PALMS CITY COUNCIL. INCLUDING MAYOR, AND ANY APPOINTED
MEMBER OF A CITY BOARD, COMMITTEE, OR COMMISSION.

WHEREAS, City Council recognizes the importance of conducting the public's business
in an open, transparent, and accessible manner; and

WHEREAS, the City Council, Boards, Commissions, and other appointed bodies function
most effectively when members are physically present to deliberate, engage with fellow members,
staff. and the public, and participate fully in meetings; and

WHEREAS, in-person attendance at meetings shall remain the preferred method of
participation and remote participation is not intended to replace regular physical attendance by
members of the City Council, Boards, Commissions, or other appointed bodies; and

WHEREAS, from time o time, circumstances may reasonably prevent a member from
attending a meeting in person despite the member's intent and ability to otherwise fulfill their
public duties; and

WHEREAS, allowing limited remote participation under specified circumstances
promotcs continuity of government operations, preserves institutional knowledge, and helps
ensure that duly appointed and elected officials may continue to participate in the public’s business
when physical attendance is not reasonably possible: and

WHEREAS, advances in communications technology permit members attending remotely
to hear, be heard, and participate in meeting discussions and deliberations; and

WHEREAS, the City Council finds that establishing reasonable procedures for remote
participation, including advance notice requirements and limitations on its use, will balance the
benefits of flexibility with the public interest in maintaining in-person attendance and transparent
government proceedings; and

WHEREAS, the City Council desires to amend its existing remote attendance policy to
permit members of the City Council, Boards, Commissions, and other appointed bodies to
participate remotely upon providing proper notice and identifying circumstances that reasonably
prevent physical attendance, subject to the requirements and limitations set forth herein.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED by the Mayor and City Council of the City of
Isle of Palms. South Carolina. in duly assembled meeting. that the City Code is hereby amended
as set forth herein.

SECTION I. That Title 1, Chapter 3, Section [-3-20 and subsequent subsections be
amended as follows:
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ARTICLE A, RULES OF ORDER AND PROCEDURE
Sec. 1-3-20. REMOTE ATTENDANCE AT MEETINGS.

Members of City Council, and members of any City board, committee, commission, or advisory
body established by the City, including but not limited to the Planning Commission,
Accommodations Tax Advisory Committee (ATAX), Board of Zoning Appeals, and similar
appointed or standing bodies, may participate in meetings through remote communication
technology, including video conferencing platforms and telephonic technology, when
circumstances reasonably prevent physical attendance or when remote participation is otherwise
necessary or appropriate. Remote participation may be utilized for reasons including, but not
limited to, illness, personal or family matters, employment or professional obligations, military
service, travel, emergencies, weather events, or other circumstances that make in-person
attendance impractical.

For elected officials, remote participation is intended to supplement, and not replace, in-person
attendance at meetings.

No individual member, chairperson, presiding officer, or clected official shall have unilateral
authority to prohibit a member from attending remotely if the requirements of this section are
satisfied.

When remote attendance occurs, the following rules and procedures shall apply:

(A)Notice of remote attendance shall be provided to the City Clerk's office as soon as
reasonably practicable, and when possible, at least twenty-four (24) hours before the
scheduled start time for the meeting. The City Clerk shall record the remote participation
in the minutes of the meeting.

(B)A quorum of the meeting body is physically present at the meeting place and remain
physically present throughout the meeting.

(C) The individual presiding over the meeting is physically present during the meeting.

(D)Members attending both in person and remotely, and persons in attendance at the meeting
can hear all discussion and participate in the meeting as appropriate.

(E) Other than establishing a quorum, a member attending remotely shall be considered present
for all purposes and shall possess the same voting rights, privileges, duties, and authority
as members attending physically.

(F) Other than establishing electronic or telephonic connections necessary for remote
attendance, there shall be no communications between the member(s) attending remotely
and other members of body, unless such communication is part of the meeting, and can be
heard by the members of the public in atiendance.
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(G) All of the comments, motions, and votes of the Councilmember(s) attending remotely must
be capable of being recorded in the minutes of the meeting.

(H) Any meeting where a member is attending remotely shall be conducted in accordance with
the requirements of the South Carolina Freedom of Information Act.

(I) Any member participating remotely during an executive session shall affirm prior to the
commencement of executive session that no unauthorized person is present or able to hear

the proceedings. Such affirmation shall be reflected in the meeting minutes.
SECTION 2. That should any part of this Ordinance be held invalid by a Court of
competent jurisdiction, the remaining parts shall be severable therefrom and shall continue to
be in full force and effect.

SECTION 3. That all ordinances or parts of ordinances conflicting with the provisions
of this Ordinance are hereby repealed insofar as the same affect this Ordinance.

SECTION 4. That this Ordinance take effect and be in full force immediately.

PASSED AND APPRGQVED BY THE CITY GOUNCIL FOR THE CITY OF ISLE
OF PALMS, ON THE _ 8= DAY OF M...ﬂ , 2026.
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Phillip Pounglé, Mayof (Seal
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